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Abstract

In 2019 an extradition amendment bill in Hong Kong triggered a public
outcry and a persistent social movement. While in authoritarian states no
demonstration of considerable size is allowed, in liberal democracies
such a large-scale protest would probably compel the government to
concede to public opinion. Hong Kong is neither of them, where the
main strategy of the Government in handling the crisis is to exercise
stronger political and social control over the society. The conflicts are
intensified, with the whole society paying a high cost. If the basic
strategy does not work, will the authority rethink and change it? The
timeline exposited in this article that sets out the significant protests
while placing much emphasis on the international and human rights
dimensions is an extract of the major events during the anti-extradition
amendment law movement and its aftermath.
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1. Introduction

The extradition amendment Bill sparked off a public outcry and a
persistent social movement. The timeline below is an extract of the
major events during the anti-extradition amendment law movement and
its aftermath. In addition to setting out the significant protests, it puts
much emphasis on the international and human rights dimensions. This
gives an impression that since June 2019, Hong Kong has particularly
strong overseas connections and it is able to attract much international
attention. Therefore, Hong Kong is undoubtedly a truly international
city. On the other hand, Beijing is worried that Hong Kong has been
interfered by foreign elements. Do the following incidents individually
or collectively further internationalize or de-internationalize Hong
Kong? All of them are shaping the landscape of Hong Kong politics,
values and even daily lives in the future.

2. Timeline

Date Major Events

12 February 2019 — The Hong Kong Special Administrative Region
(HKSAR) Government commenced a consultation on
extradition law for 20 days, ending on 4 March.!

15 March 2019 — HKSAR Government condemned 9 members of
Demosistd for intruding into the East Wing of Central
Government Offices to protest against the extradition law.?

23 March 2019 — Anson Chan, former Chief Secretary for
Administration and Legislative Council (LegCo) members
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Charles Mok and Denis Kwok met Mike Pence, United
States (US) Vice-President to talk about the extradition
law .3

29 March 2019 — The Fugitive Offenders (Amendment) Bill was
gazetted.

31 March 2019 — Human Rights NGOs’ Joint letter to Chief Executive
(CE) Carrie Lam urged the Security Bureau to rescind its
proposals to amend the legislation.*

The Civil Human Rights Front (CHRF) organized first
procession against the Bill. CHRF claimed that there were
12,000 participants whereas the police said that at the time
when most people were in the streets, the number was
5,200.°

28 April 2019 — CHRF organized the second march with 130,000
protesters while police said 22,800 people at its peak time.°

16 May 2019 — Martin Lee, Lee Chuek Yan, Law Kwun Chung and Mak
Yin Ting met Mike Pompeo, US Secretary of State, to
oppose the extradition law.”

18 May 2019 — Anson Chan and LegCo members Charles Mok and
Denis Kwok who were invited to visit Germany met
Andreas Michaelis of Foreign Office to inform the disputes
of the extradition law.?

6 June 2019 — About 70 NGOs called on the Government to
immediately halt its plan to amend the legislation.’
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3,000 lawyers joined the demonstration against the Bill
while police estimated 880 people.'?

9 June 2019 — CHREF’s third protest attracted more than a million
people while the police estimated at 240,000 participants.'!

29 cities in different countries protested to support Hong
Kong.!2 Tn Australia, 5,000 people joined.!?

10 June 2019 — In the Regular Press Conference of Foreign Ministry,
Spokesperson Geng Shuang responded that the Central
Government supported HKSAR to amend the laws and
opposed interference by any foreign forces.'*

11 June 2019 — 19 Taiwan NGOs supported Hong Kong people to
demand the withdrawal of the extradition law.'?

12 June 2019 — 40,000 protesters blocked the LegCo Complex and
the LegCo meeting on the Bill had to be postponed.
Excessive force by the police was criticized, including the
police’s siege of the CITIC Tower ( 13 KJZ ) where a
lawful assembly took place.'®

14 June 2019 — International human rights experts observed that “the
proposed amendments fail to adequately protect human
rights and ‘fundamentally imperil the operation of the rule
of law’”.17

15 June 2019 — CE Carrie Lam announced a pause in the legislative
work and had no intention to set a deadline for this work.
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She expressed “deep sorrow and regret that the deficiencies
in our work”.!®

A man committed suicide in protest of Lam’s decision.!”

16 June 2019 — 2 million people convened by CHRF took to the
street even after some compromise by the Government and
police estimated at 330,000 protesters.2°

40 cities in the world protested to support Hong Kong, in
Taiwan, 10,000 people joined.?!

18 June 2019 — Carrie Lam said that “I offer my most sincere apology to
all people of Hong Kong.”?

25 June 2019 — United Kingdom (UK) stopped selling crowd control
equipment to the Hong Kong Police Force.??

26 June 2019 — Netizens organized petitions to 19 countries’ consulate
in Hong Kong for their attention of Hong Kong’s
extradition law amendment during G20 Summit.?* Within 9
hours, 6.7 million dollars was raised to post advertisements
in in major international newspapers’ frontpage.>

28 June 2019 — Human rights NGOs called for an independent
commission of inquiry.2°

Due to using tear gas against protesters, Amnesty
International is calling on states to assess the human rights
risks before granting authorizations of these weapons.?’
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30 June 2019 — 165,000 people joined the assembly in support of the
police and the police estimated at 53,000.28

I July 2019 — On the 22nd anniversary of the establishment of HKSAR,
CHREF held a procession with 550,000 protesters while
the police estimated at 190,000.%°

At night, some protesters stormed into the LegCo
Complex, occupied with criminal damage for 3 hours.3°

6 July 2019 — March in Tuen Mun marked a commencement of a series
of protests at district level against the Bill.?!

8 July 2019 — Denise Ho Wan Sze spoke at a meeting of the United
Nations (UN) Human Rights Council to urge UN to protect
Hong Kong and was interrupted by the Chinese
representative.’?

9 July 2019 — Carrie Lam said that the Bill was dead.?3

18 July 2019 — European Parliament urged Hong Kong to ensure that its
legislation remains fully in line with its international human
rights obligations.?*

21 July 2019 — In Yuen Long, scores of mobsters indiscriminately
attacked ordinary people for two hours with weapons.
The police arrived in 39 minutes after the suspects had
left.3

24 July 2019 — Ireland was the first country to issue a travel warning for

Hong Kong.3¢
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26 July 2019 — 15,000 demonstrators rallied in Hong Kong’s airport to
demand for independent investigation of police actions.?’

Education International (EI) urged the Hong Kong
Government to withdraw the extradition Bill and set up an
independent inquiry to investigate police use of force.?®

6 August 2019 — Human rights NGOs condemned excess force by the
police.?®

The International Trade Union Confederation, ITUC,
supported general strike in Hong Kong. 40

The first Citizen Press Conference was held by LIHKG
discussion forum to reiterate 5 demands and investigate the
police’s actions.*!

7 August 2019 — Zhang Xiaoming, Director of the Hong Kong and
Macau Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC), referenced the “colour
revolution” that caused civil unrest in early 2000s Eastern
Europe, and said China has option to deploy military.*?

8 August 2019 — 92 South Korean NGOs expressed concerns on
indiscriminate and violent crackdown on peaceful
protesters in Hong Kong and expressed solidarity with
Hong Kong people’s persistent resistance in defending
democracy and human rights.*?
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9 August 2019 — A three-day demonstration in Hong Kong airport to
draw international attention to Hong Kong protest.*

The Civil Aviation Administration of China told Cathay
Pacific that its staff who took part in illegal protests would
not be allowed to fly to or from the mainland.®

11 August 2019 — A protester was shot in her eye by the police with the
bean bag round ( R 5E ).4

12 August 2019 — Ten thousand people went to the airport to protest and
370 flights were cancelled.*’

Beijing said violent protests in Hong Kong were “signs of
terrorism”. 48

Sharan Burrow, General Secretary of the International
Trade Union Confederation (ITUC), said: “the ever-
escalating police violence shows a government out of
control and uninterested in engaging with its people except
by force.*

13 August 2019 — Spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights urged HKSAR to investigate the police’s
use of force immediately, to ensure the use of weapons to
comply with international standard.>

Human Rights Monitor condemned the police for infringing
the right to legal representation of the arrested persons in
the San Uk Ling Holding Centre ( #7 24845 8 # 5 ).5!
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Civic Party LegCo members Alvin Yeung and Dennis
Kwok visited New York, US, to meet international human
rights NGOs to inform them of the police’s use of powers.>?

14 August 2019 — China’s Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office
condemned the “near-terrorist acts” by protesters at the
Hong Kong Airport, urging the city’s authorities to hold
perpetrators to account.>

15 August 2019 — US President Donald Trump suggested Chinese
President Xi Jinping meeting directly with protesters in
Hong Kong that would lead to a “happy and enlightened
ending” to demonstrations.*

16 August 2019 — Several international human rights NGOs called on the
Hong Kong Government to take meaningful action to
curtail actions by law enforcement that escalate this
violence and to proactively address the demands of the
protesters.>

17 August 2019 — European Union and Canada urged Chinese authorities
to engage in a debate with all stakeholders to recover Hong
Kong’s stability and prosperity.>°

18 August 2019 — CHRF organized a march with 1.7 million
protesters while the police estimated at 128,000.%7

China urged the European Union to stop meddling in Hong
Kong affairs.>®
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23 August 2019 — 210,000 people participated in a peaceful action of
human chain to fight for the five demands.*

24 August 2019 — Pro-Beijing Overseas Chinese in different countries
protested against Hong Kong protesters.®°

26 August 2019 — Many people sang the new song “Glory to Hong
Kong”.0!

30 August 2019 — 8 Global Unions Federations representing 250,000,000
workers marched to the Geneva Permanent Mission of the
Government of China showing solidarity with the Hong
Kong Confederation of Trade Unions and the protesters in
Hong Kong.%?

9 pro-democracy activists including Joshua Wong Chi-
fung, Agnes Chow Ting,®® lawmakers Au Nok-hin and
Jeremy Tam Man-ho were arrested.®

Federica Mogherini, European Union foreign policy chief,
said the developments in Hong Kong are extremely
worrying.6>

31 August 2019 — The police forced the reporters to leave and was
alleged to have attacked the passengers indiscriminately
in Prince Edward MTR station.®® Despite repeated denial,
many people suspected that death occurred inside the MTR
station.%” Jackie Chen, a social worker, asking police to
calm down, was arrested for riot.%8
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A spokesperson for the Office of the Commissioner of the
Chinese Foreign Ministry in HKSAR said the comments
made by EU foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini
confused right and wrong, and was an example of
interfering in China’s internal affairs.®

1 September 2019 — Hong Kong Airport remained on partial lockdown
due to protest.”

2 September 2019 — Widespread class boycott at the beginning of the
school new semester.”!

Education International and other trade unions staged a
protest outside the Hong Kong Economic and Trade office
in Brussels to stand against human rights abuses.”

3 September 2019 — The Hong Kong Bar Association condemned any
abuse of power by the police.”

4 September 2019 — CE announced that the Government will “formally
withdraw” the Fugitive Offenders Bill.”*

7 September 2019 — German Prime Minister Angela Merkel urged
Beijing to handle Hong Kong conflicts peacefully.”

8 September 2019 — Tens of thousands of Hongkongers marched in
Central to urge US to pass bill defending human rights.”
HKSAR Government expresses regret over the re-
introduction of the Act.”’

CCPS Vol. 6 No. 3 (December 2020)



844 Chong Yiu Kwong

Joshua Wong Chi-fung was arrested at Hong Kong Airport
for allegedly breaching bail conditions when he was about
to travel to Germany on a trip that had been approved by
the court.”

9 September 2019 — UN urged HKSAR to continue to respond to any
acts of violence with restraint and without excessive
force.”

10 September 2019 — Pansy Ho Chiu-king and Annie Wu Suk-ching,
daughter of catering group Maxim’s founder, addressed a
meeting of the UN Human Rights Council, saying the
protesters did not represent the majority of Hong Kong
people.80

Beijing was angry as activist Joshua Wong met German
foreign minister.8!

12 September 2019 — UN experts “seriously concerned by credible
reports of repeated instances where the authorities failed to
ensure a safe environment for individuals to engage in
public protest free from violence or interference”.®?

Hong Kong student leaders lobbied UK MPs on Hong
Kong protests.®3

13 September 2019 — The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and
Wales (BHRC) issued a statement raising concern about the
Hong Kong Government’s failure to order a full and
transparent inquiry into police actions.’*
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16 September 2019 — Hong Kong student leaders met with 8 German
MPs on Hong Kong protests.®>

Hong Kong legislator Tanya Chan addressed the U.N.
Human Rights Council in Geneva to investigate the alleged
police abuse against demonstrators. China insisted that
Hong Kong was an internal issue.5¢

17 September 2019 — CE Carrie Lam explained her plan to set up a
dialogue platform to invite people from all walks of life to
express their views.%’

18 September 2019 — Denise Ho Wan Sze, Joshua Wong Chi-fung and
Sunny Cheung, spokesperson of the Hong Kong Higher
Education International Affairs Delegation (HKIAD),
attended a hearing in US Congress in support of the Hong
Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act.®

24 September 2019 — Taiwan Association for Human Rights urged the 5
demands in solidarity with Hong Kong protesters and to
improve the refugee protection mechanism.®

29 September 2019 — An Indonesian female reporter was mistakenly
shot to blind by a policeman.”®

CE Carrie Lam formally announced withdrawal of the
Bill.”!

65 cities in 24 countries protested to support Hong Kong.??
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1 October 2019 — On the National Day, a protester, who is a student
aged 18, was shot by a policeman and was seriously
injured.”

4 October 2019 — CE in Council announced the Prohibition on Face
Covering Regulation under section 2 of the Emergency
Regulations Ordinance.

Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad suggested
CE to step down. CE did not comment.”

6 October 2019 — UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet condemned
all acts of violence from all sides. Any restriction regarding
the ban on face coverings must have a legitimate and
formal basis in law, and has to be proportionate.®®

Houston Rockets general manager Daryl Morey tried to
defuse the rapidly growing international fallout over his
deleted tweet that showed support for Hong Kong anti-
government protesters.®’

10 October 2019 — President Tsai Ing-wen said Taiwan did not accept
“One Country, Two Systems”, that was a failure in Hong
Kong.%®

14 October 2019 — The German Bar Association urged the authorities to
set up an independent inquiry commission.””

15 October 2019 — Guri Melby, a Norwegian member of parliament
nominated Hong Kong people for Nobel Peace Prize.'%
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16 October 2019 — The US House of Representatives unanimously
passed the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act
of 2019 and the Protect Hong Kong Act.!%!

Seven units of the Chinese authorities strongly opposed the
passage of the Acts on Hong Kong matter.!%2

20 October 2019 — A specialized crowd management vehicle sprayed a
mosque with blue dye.'%

21 October 2019 — CE Carrie Lam visited mosque and offered apology
at water cannon-hit mosque.'%*

23 October 2019 — Formal withdrawal of the extradition Bill in the
LegCo meeting.!9

24 October 2019 — The International Federation for Human Rights
passed an urgent resolution in Taiwan to urge the Hong
Kong authority to set up an independent inquiry to
investigate the police’s use of force.!%

25 October 2019 — A human chain in Tseung Kwan O to call for a death
inquest for Christy Chan.'??

1 November 2019 — The UK Government called for an end to violence at
Hong Kong protests and for the police response to be
proportionate.'® A joint signature campaign was launched
to urge the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence Against
Women to visit Hong Kong and recommended the Hong
Kong Government to establish an Independent Commission
of Inquiry to conduct impartial investigations.'?
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3 November 2019 — Joey Kwok, a freelance photojournalist working for
Stand News and a journalism student of Hong Kong Baptist
University Students’ Union Editorial Board member, were
arrested whilst covering the news.''?

4 November 2019 — Alex Chow, a protester who was a student of the
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, fell
down from a carpark!!! and died on 8 November.!!2

5 November 2019 — President Xi Jinping of China publicly backed CE
Carrie Lam in Shanghai.''3

6 November 2019 — After the Fourth Plenary Session of the 19th
Central Committee of the Communist Party of China (
499 &€ ) was held (28 to 31 October) in Beijing, Shen
Chunyao ( “LA#E ), director of the Legislative Affairs
Commission of the Standing Committee of the National
People’s Congress (SCNPC), said that “at the heart of the
problem, lies a severe distortion and misconception
about the relationship between “One Country” and
“Two Systems”, as well as that between the Central
Government’s overall jurisdiction over Hong Kong and the
high degree of autonomy the SAR enjoys.”!"

9 November 2019 — News reported that Zhang Xiaoming ( 7k B2 9 ), the
director of the Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office ( #12
# 4% ), said that lack of Article 23 is one of the main
reasons why “radical, separatist forces” are intensifying in
Hong Kong and the SAR should consider passing the law
as an urgent task.'!d
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Seven LegCo Members, Eddie Chu, Ray Chan, Lam
Cheuk-ting, Kwok Ka-ki, Leung Yiu-chung, Gary Fan and
Au Nok-hin were arrested for the alleged offences on 11
May.”6

10 November 2019 — An international panel of experts says that the
police watchdog, the Independent Police Complaints
Council (IPCC), lacks power to investigate ongoing
protests.!”

11 November 2019 — The netizens convened the general strikes.''® A
policeman shot and seriously injured a protester who had no
weapon.''” A man quarreled with protesters and was set on
fire, resulting in serious injury.!??

12 November 2019 — The police denied rape in Tsuen Wan police station
on 27 September.'?!

There was serious blockage of traffic, including the Cross-
Harbor Tunnel in Hung Hom ( 4L#fhi& )k [%3i8 ) by
protesters!?? and many MTR stations closed down.

In the Chinese University of Hong Kong, in order to
disperse the protesters, the police fired over 1,000 tear
gas and severe confrontation occurred near several
universities too.'?

13 November 2019 — The Education Bureau announced the suspension
of all schools on the following day.'?* In mid-November,
many schools and universities suspended their classes. An
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old man aged 70 was hit by a throwing brick from a
protester and died.'?

Taiwan calls on the international community to stand with
Hong Kong.!?¢

14 November 2019 — After the death of a university student protester
Chow Tsz-lok, Teresa Cheng, Secretary for Justice, was
heckled and jostled by protest supporters in London. She
fell to the ground and injured her arm.'?” There was serious
blockage of traffic, including the Cross-Harbor Tunnel in
Hung Hom and outside Hong Kong Baptist University by
protesters.!?® President Xi gave his tough public comments
about the protests that have roiled Hong Kong, saying
China supported the police “in sternly enforcing the
law.”129

15 November 2019 — Education International (EI) and its members are
mobilizing to show support for those who defend the values
of democracy, justice and liberties.'3°

16 November 2019 — People’s Liberation Army soldiers cleared up
debris and bricks without the invitation of the HKSAR as
required under the Basic Law.!3!

17 November 2019 — Violent clashes between protesters and police
ensued outside the campus of the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University.!3?

18 November 2019 — The Court of First Instance ruled that the

Emergency Regulations Ordinance is unconstitutional as it
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contravenes the constitutional framework under the Basic
Law by empowering CE in Council with general legislative
power in the name of public danger. Sections 3 and 5 of the
Prohibition of Face Covering Regulation fails to satisfy the
proportionality test.!33

The European Union issued a statement that “[i]n light of
the continuing rise in violence in Hong Kong, including the
latest developments at the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, it is crucial that all sides exercise restraint and
engage constructively in de-escalation efforts.”!34

In the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, the police
arrested 51 volunteers who provided first aid medical
support.'3® The police fired 3,293 tear gas canisters.!3¢

A British human rights observer was detained by Hong
Kong police for more than 15 hours, denied access to food
and deprived of sleep.!?”

19 November 2019 — Zang Tiewei ( #44f% ), a spokesman of the
Legislative Affairs Commission (LAC) ( ##| TAE% A
4 ) of SCNPC, said, “Whether a law of the HKSAR is in
conformity with the Basic Law of the HKSAR can only be
judged and decided by SCNPC, and no other organ has the
right to judge or decide”.!3®

The Hong Kong Bar Association commented that remarks
of the LAC spokesman are legally incorrect and
undermined the high degree of autonomy granted to the
HKSAR under the Basic Law.'%°
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The spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights said that “with regard to the current situation
at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University, we urge the
authorities to do all they can to de-escalate the situation, to
address the humanitarian situation of those inside which is
clearly deteriorating, and facilitate a peaceful resolution.”40

The Asian Forum for Human Rights and Development
(FORUM-ASIA) strongly condemned the excessive use of
force against the demonstrators in Hong Kong.!'4!

20 November 2019 — The Senate of the United States unanimously

passed the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act
of 2019 and the Protect Hong Kong Act, which would
prohibit the export of non-lethal crowd control and defence
items to Hong Kong. China summoned a senior US
diplomat to warn retaliation if US President Donald Trump
signed the Act into law.!4

The Bar Human Rights Committee of England and Wales
(BHRC) called again “on the Hong Kong authorities to
initiate an urgent and independent investigation into the
allegations of police brutality” to ensure that the rule of law
in Hong Kong “is neither eroded nor impeded.”'*3

Seven units of the Chinese authorities strongly opposed US
passage of the Acts on Hong Kong matter.!44

23 November 2019 — The US House of Representative passed the

Senate’s version of the Acts on Hong Kong.'#
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The New York City Bar Association sent an open letter to
CE Carrie Lam to call for an inquiry commission on
police’s use of force. 40

25 November 2019 — In the District Council election on 24 November,
the voting rate is 71.2%, 24.19% higher than the last
voting rate of 47.91% in 2015.'%7 In 452 seats, the
democrats secured 388 seats (85%).!48

26 November 2019 — The Government will set up an independent review
committee to look at the causes of the social unrest.” !4

During the Beijing + 25 CGO forum, 300 representatives
from 250 Asia Pacific NGOs expressed stand with Hong
Kong for 5 demands.'°

27 November 2019 — US president signed the Acts allowing sanctions
against Hong Kong Government'>! and restricted US
exports of crowd control devices to the Hong Kong Police
Force.!3?

29 November 2019 — Michelle Bachelet, UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, “appeal to all sides to unequivocally
condemn violence that has led to serious injury and
death.”33  Beijing accused UN of “inappropriate”
interference in the country’s affairs after UN called for
investigations into alleged excessive use of force by police
in Hong Kong.'34

CCPS Vol. 6 No. 3 (December 2020)



854 Chong Yiu Kwong

2 December 2019 — China announced the suspension of U.S. Navy visits
to Hong Kong in retaliation over US President Trump’s
decision to sign legislation that supported Hong Kong’s
pro-democracy protesters. !>

8 December 2019 — CHRF organized an anti-government rally and
they said an estimated 800,000 took part while police
put the number at 183,000.'>¢

16 December 2019 — President Xi told CE that the Central Government
fully acknowledged her courage and commitment and
expressed strong support for the police to firmly enforce the
law. 157

19 December 2019 — Dominic Raab, UK Foreign Secretary, urged China
to uphold the promises in the Sino-British Joint
Declaration. '8

4 people were arrested for money laundering for 70 million
dollars relating to Spark Alliance, a crowdsourced fund that
was set up to support protesters.'?

22 December 2019 — HKSAR Government opposed the Taiwan
authorities” repeated claims regarding legal assistance
between Hong Kong and Taiwan.'¢0

26 December 2019 — An NGO Stand With Hong Kong invited religious
and faith leaders of UK to sign a letter to the British Prime

<

Minister to urge UK government to “urgently ensure the
lives and freedoms of the people of Hong Kong are

protected”. HKSAR Government stressed that it attached

Contemporary Chinese Political Economy and Strategic Relations:
An International Journal 6(3) ¢ 2020



Hong Kong, a Truly International City in 2019/2020 855

“the utmost importance to and firmly upheld human rights
and various freedoms” in Hong Kong.!6!

1 January 2020 — CHRF, the march’s organizer, condemned police
for ordering a premature end to the rally in support of
the protesters’ demands and claimed turnout for the
rally was 1,030,000 people. Police said 60,000 people
attended the march at its peak.'¢?

2 January 2020 — More than 280 people, including 3 Civil Rights
Observers were arrested after the assembly on 1 January.!¢3

11 January 2020 — The Hong Kong protests were considered a
contributing factor in the landslide victory of Tsai Ing-wen
in Taiwan’s presidential election.!64

12 January 2020 — Kenneth Roth, the head of Human Rights Watch
(HRW), was denied entry to Hong Kong.!?

14 January 2020 — 52 NGOs sent an Urgent Appeal to the UN Special
Rapporteur on Toxics on the toxicity of tear gas and other
chemical weapons used by the police during the civil rights
movement in Hong Kong. ¢

15 January 2020 — HKSAR Government responded to a foreign NGO
Human Rights Watch’s report and reiterated that foreign

organizations should not interfere in the internal affairs of
the HKSAR.!67

22 January 2020 — The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in Hong
Kong.168

CCPS Vol. 6 No. 3 (December 2020)



856  Chong Yiu Kwong

29 January 2020 — UN Special Rapporteur sent a letter to China, stating
that “we have reasons to believe that tear gas, pepper spray
and other chemical agents have been used indiscriminately,
unnecessarily and disproportionately” between June and
December 2019.167

Amnesty International praised Hongkongers for regularly
taking to the streets since June last year.!”

4 February 2020 — The first death case of COVID-19 in Hong Kong.!”!

5 February 2020 — US members of Congress Marco Rubio and James
McGovern announced their intention to nominate the Hong
Kong protesters for the Nobel Peace Prize.!”?

11 February 2020 — 24 human rights organizations wrote to CE in regard
to the arrest of five human rights observers whilst
conducting their work at assemblies in Hong Kong in
November 2019 and January 2020.!73

28 February 2020 — Jimmy Lai, founder of Next Digital (formerly Next
Media) and Lee Cheuk-yan, vice-chair of Labour Party,
and Yeung Sum were arrested for the protest on 31 August
2019.174

18 March 2020 — China’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs statement
indicated that the countermeasures were to reciprocate the
US Government’s restrictions on the Chinese media
agencies and personnel in the US.!73

Contemporary Chinese Political Economy and Strategic Relations:
An International Journal 6(3) ¢ 2020



Hong Kong, a Truly International City in 2019/2020 857

26 March 2020 — Cheng Lai-king, chairwoman of Central and Western
District Council, was arrested under sedition laws.!7¢

29 March 2020 — Hong Kong banned public gatherings of more than
four people.'”’

9 April 2020 — The Court of Appeal partially allowed the Government’s
appeal. The Court upheld the constitutionality of the
Emergency Regulations Ordinance, Cap 241, insofar as it
empowered the CE in Council to make emergency
regulations on any occasion of public danger but held that
sections 3(1)(c) and (d), relating to public meeting and
public procession respectively, and section 5 on police
powers in relation to facial covering, are all
unconstitutional !’

17 April 2020 — Liaison Office in Hong Kong declared that it and the
Hong Kong and Macau Affairs Office were not subject to
Basic Law article 22 restrictions.!”?

18 April 2020 — 18 Democrats, including Martin Lee QC, Jimmy Lai, Dr
Margaret Ng and Albert Ho were arrested for unauthorized
assembly of 18 August 2019. Some international legal
organizations urged the Hong Kong authorities to
immediately release the arrestees and drop all charges
against them. 30

10 May 2020 — Democratic Party legislator Roy Kwong was arrested in
Mongkok for disorder in public place.'?!
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11 May 2020 — Hong Kong Committee on Children’s Rights expressed
concern on the arrest of underage persons.!%?

13 May 2020 — UN human rights experts urged HKSAR to drop the
criminal prosecution of pro-democracy activists who
participated in peaceful protests in the city last year.'®3

15 May 2020 — The Independent Police Complaints Council (IPCC)
published the “Thematic Study Report on the Public Order
Events arising from the Fugitive Offenders Bill since June
2019 and the Police Actions in Response” with 52
recommendations.'® CE  said the report was
“comprehensive and objective” and promised to accept all
the recommendations.'®

CE shelved plans for an independent review into the
underlying causes of the anti-government protests. Several
social leaders and scholars were invited to join the panel
but all dropped out. Her priority was to deal with the
pandemic.'86

22 May 2020 — The European Union considered that democratic debate,
consultation of key stakeholders, and respect for protected
rights and freedoms in Hong Kong would represent the best
way of proceeding with the adoption of national security
legislation.'®” Foreign Secretary/Ministers of UK, Australia
and Canada were deeply concerned at proposals for
introducing legislation related to national security in Hong
Kong.!38
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26 May 2020 — International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) called upon the
NPC to withdraw the Decision and to protect human
rights.'8?

28 May 2020 — NPC authorized the SCNPC to formulate national
security laws for HKSAR to prevent, stop and punish
any secession, subversion, terrorist activities and foreign
interference.'”*

The UK, Australia, Canada, and US gave a joint statement
to reiterate their deep concern regarding Beijing’s decision
to impose a national security law in Hong Kong.!"!

29 May 2020 — Former Governor of Hong Kong, Lord Patten, led a
group of 676 Parliamentarians from 35 countries to decry
the introduction of national security legislation in Hong
Kong and against the “flagrant breach of the Sino-British
Joint Declaration”.'”?> US President ordered removal of
Hong Kong’s special status with US over the new
security law.'?

3 June 2020 — UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson announced that if
China were to continue pursuing the national security law,
he would open a path to British citizenship for Hong Kong
residents who were ecligible for a British National
(Overseas) passport (BNO).!%4

4 June 2020 — LegCo passed the National Anthem Ordinance.!® Tens of
thousands of people gathered for 4 June vigil.'?®
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6 June 2020 — US Secretary of State made contrast between US and the
Chinese Communist Party.!%7

9 June 2020 — Human Rights Watch said that the Chinese and HKSAR
Governments should respect fundamental rights of
people. '8

11 June 2020 — Vigil organizers Lee Cheuk-yan and Albert Ho and
media boss Jimmy Lai to be prosecuted on incitement
charges over Victoria Park gathering on 4 June.'?®

12 June 2020 — Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State
Council of PRC stated that education in Hong Kong must
end all speech inciting “Hong Kong independence” and
violence in schools.??

17 June 2020 — The Government reported that from June 2019 to May
2020, about 2000 post-secondary institutions students and
about 1600 people who were aged under 18 were arrested.
There were 10 staff members of post-secondary institutions
and about 100 staff or teachers of primary and secondary
schools who were arrested.?!

19 June 2020 — The UN Human Rights chief Michelle Bachelet stressed
that any legislation for HKSAR and its implementation
must fully comply with China’s human rights obligations.?0?

20 June 2020 — The European Parliament condemned China’s new
national security law for Hong Kong as a “comprehensive
assault” on the territory’s freedom and demanded the EU
prepare sanctions. Beijing said the National Security Law
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was needed to end political unrest and restore stability, after
a year of huge and often violent rallies for democracy.?®

25 June 2020 — US Senate passes Hong Kong Autonomy Act and Hong
Kong resolution.?%

The UN’s former human rights chief and eight former U.N.
special envoys urged UN Secretary-general to appoint a
special envoy on Hong Kong.2%

26 June 2020 — UN experts stated that NPC drafted a national security
law for HKSAR without any meaningful consultation
would violate China’s international legal obligations and
impose severe restrictions on civil and political rights.?0¢

A former employee of the UK’s Hong Kong consulate,
Simon Cheng, was granted asylum on 26 June, the first
Hong Kong holder of the British National (Overseas)
passport, known as a BNO, to receive political asylum.
Beijing accused Mr Cheng of inciting political unrest amid
anti-government protests in Hong Kong but he denied.?%’

29 June 2020 — US ended exports of U.S.-origin defense equipment
and will take steps toward imposing the same
restrictions on U.S. defense and dual-use technologies to
Hong Kong as it does for China.?®

30 June 2020 — SCNPC passed the Law of People’s Republic of
China (PRC) on Safeguarding National Security in
HKSAR that became effective that day.??”
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1 July 2020 — UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson denounced China’s
imposition of a security law on Hong Kong as a “clear and
serious” violation of Sino-British Joint Declaration.?!® UK
confirmed that these Hong Kong residents could come to
UK with a 5-year limited leave to remain.?!" They could
apply for indefinite leave to remain in UK and, after a
further 12 months with settled status, they were able to
apply for British citizenship.?!?

At the UN Human Rights Council, UK ambassador Julian
Braithwaite delivered a joint statement on behalf of 27
countries to call for China to reconsider the imposition of
National Security Law in HKSAR.?'3 Cuba on behalf of 52
countries welcomed the adoption of the law.?!4

2 July 2020 — HKSAR Government stated that the slogan “Liberate
Hong Kong, the revolution of our times” ( [ X8 & # BF
KFE4 | ) connoted “Hong Kong independence”, or
separating HKSAR from PRC, altering the legal status of
the HKSAR, or subverting the State power.?!>

The State Council of PRC appointed Chan Kwok-ki ( F&
# ) as Secretary-General of HKSAR National Security
Committee.?'®

3 July 2020 — The State Council of PRC appointed Luo Huining ( 54 %
%) as the National Security Affairs Advisor of the
National Security Committee of HKSAR.2!7 Zheng
Yanxiong ( 3 /&4 ) was appointed as the director of the
National Security Office of PRC in HKSAR and Li
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Jiangzhou ( £Tf) and Sun Qingye (F%# %) were
appointed as the deputy directors.?!'® HKSAR Government
opposed the passage of the Hong Kong Autonomy Act by
US Congress.?!?

6 July 2020 — HKSAR Government rejected remarks by US Consul
General on National Security Law.?20

7 July 2020 — Implementation Rules for Article 43 of the Law of the
PRC on Safeguarding National Security in HKSAR came
into operation.??!

8 July 2020 — The National Security Office of the Central People’s
Government (CPG) in HKSAR was inaugurated in Hong
Kong.???

13 July 2020 — A majority of US companies in Hong Kong surveyed by
the American Chamber of Commerce were concerned about
the National Security Law and a third considered moving
assets or business in the longer term.???

15 July 2020 — HKSAR Government expressed its strong opposition to
US signing the “Hong Kong Autonomy Act” passed by the
US Congress. The HKSAR Government strongly objected
to and deplored the series of measures to be adopted by the
US under the President’s executive order.??*

21 July 2020 — Democratic Party lawmaker Ted Hui was arrested for
allegedly obstructing police, and a District Councilor was
taken away for allegedly violating the National Security
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Law. More than four people were given penalty tickets for
breaching ban on public gatherings law.225

22 July 2020 — European Union was working on a “comprehensive and
coordinated” response to Beijing’s imposition of a national
security law on Hong Kong.?2¢

23 July 2020 — US Secretary of State made a speech “Communist China
and the Free World’s Future” which emphasized the China
threat in respect of US economy, liberty, and the future of
free democracies around the world.??’

HKSAR Government responded to the announcement by
UK Government on providing a pathway for the Chinese
nationals in Hong Kong who were holders of the British
National (Overseas) (BN(O)) passport or eligible for it to
reside and obtain citizenship in the UK 2?8

28 July 2020 — In accordance with the instruction of CPG, HKSAR
Government issued notices to the Consulates of Canada,
Australia and UK to suspend the implementation of the
Agreement between the HKSAR Government and those
governments on Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal
Matters.??’

HKSAR Government opposed EU export restrictions on
sensitive equipment and technologies on Hong Kong that
were based on groundless allegations.?3?

30 July 2020 — 12 candidates were disqualified from standing for LegCo
election.?’!
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31 July 2020 — HKSAR Government announced the postponement of
LegCo election for a year.?3?

3 August 2020 — In accordance with the instruction of CPG, HKSAR
Government issued a notice to the New Zealand Consulate-
General to suspend the implementation of the Agreement
Concerning Mutual Legal Assistance in Criminal Matter.?

4 August 2020 — UK All-Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Hong
Kong released their inquiry into the police actions against
humanitarian and medical workers.?3*

5 August 2020 — HKSAR Government strongly deplored and opposed
the report published by UK APPG on Hong Kong and
reiterated that matters relating to the HKSAR remained
China’s internal affair.?3

7 August 2020 — HKSAR Government strongly deplored and opposed
the statement by the US Consulate General Hong Kong and
Macau, which commented that the National Security Law
would affect the freedom of speech of Hong Kong
residents.?3¢

U.S. sanctioned 11 senior government officials of the
Mainland and HKSAR.?’

8 August 2020 — HKSAR Government criticized the sanctions as
shameless and despicable.?3®
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10 August 2020 — 200 policemen of the Department for safeguarding
national security of the Hong Kong Police Force raided
Next Digital Building. The police arrested 10 people??®,
including Lai Chi Ying and Agnes Chow.

In response to the sanctions by the US Government against
11 officials of CPG and HKSAR Government, the PRC
Ministry of Foreign Affairs announced sanctions against
11 persons from the US.>4

HKSAR Government opposed the joint statement by the
foreign ministers of Australia, Canada, New Zealand, UK
and US regarding the postponement of the Legislation
Council General Election due to the severe epidemic, the
Returning Officers’ decisions to disqualify some candidates
for LegCo election, and the enactment of the National
Security Law.24!

11 August 2020 — SCNPC extended the session of the 6th LegCo for not
less than a year.?*?

12 August 2020 — In accordance with the instruction of CPG, HKSAR
Government issued notices to Germany and France to
suspend the implementation of the Agreement Concerning
Surrender of Accused or Convicted Persons.?*3

Japan Parliamentary Alliance on China commented on
National Security Law and LegCo electoral arrangements.
HKSAR Government expressed deep regret.?**

Contemporary Chinese Political Economy and Strategic Relations:
An International Journal 6(3) ¢ 2020



Hong Kong, a Truly International City in 2019/2020 867

20 August 2020 — HKSAR Government issued a severe reprimand
against US’s unilateral decision to suspend or terminate
three bilateral agreements with the HKSAR.2% In
accordance with the instruction of CPG, HKSAR
Government issued a notice to US to suspend the
implementation of the Agreement on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matter.?46

23 August 2020 — Twelve Hong Kong residents were arrested while
trying to flee to Taiwan.’*’

26 August 2020 — Lawmakers Democrats Hui Chi Fung and Lam Cheuk
Ting were arrested “for participating in riot” on 21 July
2019.248

31 August 2020 — Police reported that 20 people were arrested for
offence under the National Security Law since 1 July.?#

1 September 2020 — UN Special Rapporteurs expressed concern that the
National Security Law lacked precision, infringed on
certain fundamental rights and might not meet the required
thresholds of necessity, proportionality and non-
discrimination under international law.>>°

2 September 2020 — Hong Kong Bar Association commented that CE’s
remarks that HK has no “separation of powers”>! departed
from the authoritative judicial decisions on the structure of
the HKSAR Government which form part of the law of
Hong Kong, and were contradictory to the public
statements of two Chief Justices.?3
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A non-permanent judge of the Court of Final Appeal
resigned and was reported relating to the National Security
Law.?33 CE Office said that Mr Justice Spigelman did not
give any reason for his resignation®* and did not affect
judicial independence.??

3 September 2020 — US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo announced that

Chinese diplomats in the US needed to seek permission
before they could meet with local government officials or
visit university campuses.?3

6 September 2020 — Tam Tak-chi, leading figure of People Power was

arrested under the sedition law.257

7 September 2020 — Hong Kong Committee on Children’s Rights was

concerned about the treatment of a 12-year-old girl tackled
by police.>*®

Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office of the State Council
of PRC stated that the “separation of powers” in the
political system of HKSAR is wrong and must be
corrected.?’

8 September 2020 — From 9 June 2019 to 6 September 2020: 10,016

people were arrested of which 22% (2,210 people) have
been prosecuted.?°

11 September 2020 — US was deeply concerned that twelve Hong Kong

democracy activists, arrested two weeks ago off the coast of
Hong Kong by Guangdong Maritime Police, have been
denied access to lawyers of their choice.?®!
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Chinese foreign ministry spokesman Zhao Lijian said that
Beijing would impose “reciprocal restrictions” on all US
embassies and consulates on Chinese soil, including the
consulate in Hong Kong, without giving details.?¢?

A jury returned an open verdict in the death of Hong Kong
Design Institute student Chan Yin-lam, at the Coroner’s
Court.2%3 Coroner pointed to a lack of evidence of assault or
threats to Chan and suicide cannot be established ‘beyond a
reasonable doubt’ 264

16 September 2020 — A German think tank said it would close its Hong
Kong office following the imposition of National Security
Law.26

18 September 2020 — UN High Commissioner for Human Rights urged
Chinese authorities to ensure due process rights to group of
12 Hong Kongers arrested at sea, including swift access to
legal representation of their choosing.?¢¢

22 September 2020 — HKSAR police outlined new accreditation
procedures under the Police General Orders to amend the
definition of “media representatives”. 267

23 September 2020 — The Foreign Correspondents’ Club (FCC), Hong
Kong, opposed the new accreditation policy for journalists
as it undermines press freedom.?® Hong Kong opposition
activist Joshua Wong Chi-fung was arrested for allegedly
taking part in an illegal assembly during the city’s social
unrest on 5 October 2019.269
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24 September 2020 — The spokesperson of the Office of the Chinese
Foreign  Ministry Commissioner expressed strong
disapproval of and firm opposition against the unwarranted
remarks FCC made about the police’s amendment of the
definition of “media representatives”. FCC was blamed for
attempting to endorse the rioters and condone their “burn
with us” violence.?”°

The European Union said that the arrest of Joshua Wong
Chi-fung was the latest in a troubling series of arrests of
pro-democracy activists since the summer.?”!

27 September 2020 — American diplomats must obtain approval from
Beijing’s foreign ministry before they can meet with
HKSAR government officials or personnel from the city’s
educational institutions and societies.?”

29 September 2020 — A majority of the pan-democratic lawmakers
decided to stay in LegCo for the coming year.?”?

2 October 2020 — European Council underlined its serious concerns
about the human rights situation in China, including
developments in Hong Kong.?7*

US State Department said that Hong Kong was included for
the first time for the proposed quota for refugees in
response to the Beijing-imposed National Security Law.?7

4 October 2020 — US State Department condemned Hong Kong’s
government and police for the arrest of more than 80 people
to stop unauthorized protests.?’°
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6 October 2020 — A teacher was disqualified by the Government for
“purportedly spreading the idea of Hong Kong
independence”. This is the first deregister case relating to
teaching.?’”’ Between June 2019 and August 2020, there
were 247 complaints against alleged unprofessional
teachers relating to the social incidents.?”

A Joint statement by Germany on behalf of 39 countries at
the UN General Assembly Third Committee expressed
concern on Hong Kong National Security Law and
Xinjiang human rights situation.?’” Pakistan made a joint
statement on behalf of 55 countries, opposing interference
in China’s internal affairs under the pretext of Hong
Kong.280

7 October 2020 — Canada began granting asylum to Hong Kong pro-
democracy activists.?8!

3. Final Remarks

In 1997, China resumed the exercise of sovereignty over Hong Kong.?%?
Hong Kong has maintained its international characters since the
handover. For instance, the judiciary, in particular the Court of Final
Appeal, has endeavored to keep in pace with the international standard.
The Court has invited overseas distinguished judges to sit in the highest
Court. The judgments referred to the latest authorities of other common
law jurisdictions extensively and were often cited by overseas courts.
However, if more overseas judges are reluctant to come to Hong Kong,
the city may lose its distinctive feature in the “Two Systems”.
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In authoritarian states, no demonstration of considerable size would
be allowed. Yet, in liberal democracies, such a large-scale protest would
probably compel the government to concede to public opinion.?®3 Hong
Kong is neither of them. The main strategy of the Government in
handling the crisis is to exercise stronger political and social control over
the society. The conflicts are intensified. The whole society has to pay a
high cost. If the basic strategy does not work, will the authority rethink
and change it?

Hong Kong has gradually developed into an international city after
the Sino-British Opium War that ended in 1842 which UK regarded as a
trade war. Since 2019, Hong Kong has become the center of storm in the
Sino-US trade war. With this background, will Hong Kong be unstable
for a further foreseeable future?

Part of the above timeline was based on my paper presented at a
conference held on 5 December 2019: Chong Yiu Kwong, “Hong
Kong’s watershed 2019: A point of No Return—human rights and
historical perspectives”.

Notes

*  Chong Yiu Kwong ( ##E X ) was admitted as a solicitor since 2000 and
dealt with various human rights court cases up to 2008 as a practicing
solicitor. He is now a full-time senior lecturer at The Education University
of Hong Kong (EdUHK, & ## % K% , formerly known as The Hong
Kong Institute of Education / HKIEd, & ##F $ % ). He teaches courses
including “Education Law”, “Understanding Human Rights” and “Rule of
Law and Hong Kong Legal System”. He is active in human rights work. He
serves as executive committee members of Hong Kong Human Rights
Monitor (2006 onwards) and as first deputy chair of the Hong Kong Human
Rights Monitor (2013 onwards). He is an executive committee member of
Hong Kong Professional Teachers’ Union (2012 onwards). He is deputy
convenor of the Working Group on Anti-Sexual Harassment Campaign,
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